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Forward  

Purpose of this Handbook 

This handbook is designed to help anyone form a collegiate cycling team at his or her university or 

college. From recreational rider or beginning racer to the experienced cyclist or coach, this manual 

contains the basic information needed to help you organize and promote a cycling team at your 

ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ  )Ô ÉÓ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÂÅÇÉÎÎÅÒȭÓ ÇÕÉde and if you would like further help you should contact 

your conference director, which you will find listed below. Please feel free to contact the High 

School & Collegiate Cycling Program Manager at USA Cycling, whose contact information is listed 

above.  

 

Additionally, more detailed information can soon be found on the USA Cycling collegiate web page 

regarding day-to-day operations, providing tips and guidance on how to successfully operate and 

manage a collegiate cycling team. This information will take the form of guides similar to this one, 

covering such issues as race promotion, sponsorship, and fundraising, among other topics.  

 

A Short History of Collegiate Cycling 

Beginning in 1987, collegiate cycling was represented by a standing committee (the National 

Collegiate Cycling Association, or NCCA), under the umbrella of the official national governing 

body of cycling in the United States, USA Cycling (USAC). In 2003 the USA Cycling Board of 

Directors voted to recognize collegiate cycling as an official division of USAC, with Board 

representation and voting rights in USAC matters, transforming the NCCA into the NCCA Board of 

Trustees. In 2006, the Collegiate Cycling Program Manager position was created to oversee the 

collegiate cycling program nationwide.    

Today collegiate cycling is a fully integrated division of USA Cycling, with specific licenses 

available to collegiate athletes for exclusive use in collegiate races. USA Cycling provides racing 

opportunities for collegiate riders in track, mountain biking, cyclocross, and road disciplines in 11 

conferences nationwide, with national championships occurring once a year for each discipline.  

In 2008 there were 273 collegiate cycling teams, 15 of which held varsity status at their respective 

schools. That same year, USAC sanctioned 141 collegiate events, while granting 4,257 licenses to 

collegiate athletes.  
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The Steps to Starting a Collegiate Cycling Club 

 

Step One: Registering With Your Club Sports Office 

 

The application process to start a new club varies by school. Check with your club sports office to 

obtain the proper applications and criteria necessary to form a cycling club. It is also important to 

understand that every school has rules governing their club teams. Make certain that you read and 

understand these rules when developing the club, and make the rules available to other club 

members as well.  

 

It may also be helpful, if not necessary, to contact your campus activities office, to register not only 

as a club sport, but also as a campus organization/club. By doing this, your club may be eligible for 

additional funding from other sources within the school, and you can attract additional 

recreational riders without the immediate pressure of racing competitively.  

 

Step Two: Contacting Your Regional (Conference) Director  

The Conference Director (CD) is the best resource for all your needs. Log on to the USA Cycling 

collegiate website for a current list of phone numbers and addresses for all coordinators.   

http://usacycling.org/ncca/
http://usacycling.org/ncca/
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Step Three: Registering with USA Cycling  

 

Every year all collegiate cycling clubs must register with USA Cycling to be officially recognized, 

insured, and permitted to host events. The annual membership fee for a collegiate team is $50.  

New clubs, (defined as any club that has not been a member for at least two years or more), may 

register for free for the first year. Please fill out the USA Cycling Club Application Form and 

Collegiate Club Eligibility Form and send it in to USA Cycling (contact information can be found on 

the form itself).  

 

Please submit application at least 45 days prior to club participation in an event. 

 

 

Step Four: Reading the Rules  

 

This may sound a bit dull and/or  superfluous, but the best and also the easiest thing you can do to 

ensure a successful season as a team, is to read the collegiate rules. The collegiate rulebook is 

section seven of the USA Cycling Rule Book, which is available at usacycling.org. The collegiate 

section alone is available at http://usacycling.org/forms/collegiate/collegiate_rulebook.pdf  

 

http://www.usacycling.org/forms/collegiate/ClubAppAndCollEligibility.pdf
http://www.usacycling.org/forms/collegiate/ClubAppAndCollEligibility.pdf
http://usacycling.org/forms/collegiate/collegiate_rulebook.pdf
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Additionally, each conference has its own set of rules, which determine a number of important 

ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÓÃÏÒÉÎÇȟ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÒÕÌÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȭÓ 

web site, a directory of which is available on the USAC collegiate web page. 

 

 

Benefits to Becoming a Club  
Once the club is registered with USA Cycling, you will receive the following benefits: 

 

 General liability insurance for club events and other activities conducted under a USAC 

permit. This program provides excellent low-cost insurance against liability for accidents, 

which, though very rare, do occur. 

 

 Collegiate clubs may schedule and permit events through USAC at the regular event permit 

fees. These can range from races to training rides or fund-raising rides for the team, on the 

road, track, cyclocross, or mountain bike. 

 

 Only collegiate clubs recognized by USAC gain access to collegiate conference races, results 

and points rankings as teams compete to qualify for national championships. 

 




















